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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 33, 34, 
36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent Number 6,256,692 Yoda et al. ("Yoda"), 
US Patent Number 6,098,158 to Lay et al. ("Lay"), and US Patent Number 5,818,182 to 
Viswanadham et al. ("Viswanadham"). 

3. In reference to Claim 1, Yoda teaches a central processing unit (CPU) (See 
Figure 1 Number 10); a local CPU bus coupled to the CPU (See Figure 1 Number 14); a 
memory coupled to the local CPU bus to store data accessible by the CPU via the local 
CPU bus (See Figure 1 Number 12); a PCI bus coupled to the local CPU bus to provide 
communication with the CPU and the memory via the local CPU bus (See Figure 1 
Number 18); and a PC card (See Figure 1 Number 26), the PC card further having a 
controller coupled to the PC card device for coordinating with the CPU access to the 
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device (See Figure 1 Number 28); and a PCI-CardBus bridge coupled to the PC card 
and the PCI bus to provide communication between the PCI bus and the PC Card 
coupled to the PCI-CardBus bridge (See Figure 1 Number 24). Yoda does not teach 
the PC card having a non-volatile memory for storing machine state information and 
further having a controller coupled to the non-volatile memory for coordinating with the 
CPU access to the non-volatile memory and the memory to store and download the 
machine state information for capturing and restoring, respectively, a corresponding 
machine state of a computer system. Lay teaches storing machine state information in 
a non-volatile memory (See Figure 4 and Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5) and a 
controller coupled to the non-volatile memory for coordinating with the CPU access to 
the non-volatile memory and the memory to store and download the machine state 
information for capturing and restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a 
computer system (See Column 2 Lines 26-31, Column 2 Lines 45-54, Column 3 Lines 
2-5, and Column 6 Lines 36-43). Viswanadham teaches PCMCIA card, which is 
compatible with CardBus and can be used in a CardBus slot, having a non-volatile 
memory as the card device (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
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require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

4. In reference to Claim 4, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 1 above. Viswanadham further teaches that the non-volatile memory 
of the PC card comprises a flash memory device (See Column 1 Lines 59-61). 

5. In reference to Claim 5, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 1 above. Yoda further teaches that the PC card further includes a bus 
interface coupled to the PCI bus, and further coupled to the PC card device and the 
controller to transfer data between the device and the PCI bus in accordance with a 
data format and transfer protocol of the PCI bus (See Figure 1 Number 27). The 
PCMCIA card inherently includes a controller for transferring data between the flash 
memory and the attached bus in accordance with the data format and transfer protocol 
of the attached bus. 

6. In reference to Claim 6, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 1 above. Lay further teaches a transfer component directing the 
controller to coordinate access between the non-volatile memory and the memory to 
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transfer machine state information (See Figures 4 and 6, Column 2 Lines 26-31 , 
Column 2 Lines 45-54, Column 3 Lines 2-5, and Column 5 Lines 39-63). 

7. In reference to Claim 7, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 1 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach compression and 
decompression components for compressing the machine state information to be stored 
and decompressing the stored compressed machine state information to be 
downloaded, respectively. Lay, however, teaches that it is well known to compress an 
image of the machine state information to be saved to disk, and to later decompress the 
image when booting the system (See Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 

8. In reference to Claim 8, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 1 above. Lay further teaches that the machine state information 
comprises data from the memory and CPU for returning the computer system to the 
same condition of operability as when the machine state information was stored in the 
non-volatile memory (See Figure 3 and Column 2 Lines 26-37). 

9. In reference to Claim 9, Yoda teaches a central processing unit (CPU) (See 
Figure 1 Number 10); a memory coupled to the CPU to store data accessible by the 
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CPU (See Figure 1 Number 12); a PCI bus coupled to the CPU and the memory to 
provide communication therewith (See Figure 1 Number 18); and a PC card (See Figure 
1 Number 26), the PC card further having a controller coupled to the PC card device for 
coordinating with the CPU access to the device (See Figure 1 Number 28); and a PCI- 
CardBus bridge coupled to the PC card and the PCI bus to provide communication 
between the PCI bus and the PC card coupled to the PCI-CardBus bridge (See Figure 1 
Number 24). Yoda does not teach the PC card having a non-volatile memory for storing 
machine state information and further having a controller coupled to the non-volatile 
memory for coordinating with the CPU access to the non-volatile memory and the 
memory to store and download the machine state information for capturing and 
restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer system. Lay 
teaches storing machine state information in a non-volatile memory (See Figure 4 and 
Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5) and a controller coupled to the non-volatile 
memory for coordinating with the CPU access to the non-volatile memory and the 
memory to store and download the machine state information for capturing and 
restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer system (See 
Column 2 Lines 26-31 , Column 2 Lines 45-54, and Column 3 Lines 2-5). Viswanadham 
teaches PCMCIA card, which is compatible with CardBus and can be used in a 
CardBus slot, having a non-volatile memory as the card device (See Column 1 Line 59 
- Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
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saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

10. In reference to Claim 1 1 , Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 9 above. Viswanadham further teaches that the non-volatile memory 
of the PC card comprises a flash memory device (See Column 1 Lines 59-61). 

11. in reference to Claim 1 2, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 9 above. Yoda further teaches that the PC card further includes a bus 
interface coupled to the PCI bus, and further coupled to the PC card device and the 
controller to transfer data between the device and the PCI bus in accordance with a 
data format and transfer protocol of the PCI bus (See Figure 1 Number 27). The 
PCMCIA card inherently includes a controller for transferring data between the flash 
memory and the attached bus in accordance with the data format and transfer protocol 
of the attached bus. 
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12. In reference to Claim 13, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 9 above. Lay further teaches a transfer component directing the 
controller to coordinate access between the non-volatile memory and the memory to 
transfer machine state information (See Figures 4 and 6, Column 2 Lines 26-31, 
Column 2 Lines 45-54, Column 3 Lines 2-5, and Column 5 Lines 39-63). 

13. In reference to Claim 14, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 9 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach compression and 
decompression components for compressing the machine state information to be stored 
and decompressing the stored compressed machine state information to be 
downloaded, respectively. Lay, however, teaches that it is well known to compress an 
image of the machine state information to be saved to disk, and to later decompress the 
image when booting the system (See Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 

14. In reference to Claim 15, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 9 above. Lay further teaches that the machine state information 
comprises data from the memory and CPU for returning the computer system to the 
same condition of operability as when the machine state information was stored in the 
non-volatile memory (See Figure 3 and Column 2 Lines 26-37). 
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15. In reference to Claim "16, Yoda teaches an apparatus having a central processing 
unit (CPU) (See Figure 1 Number 10) coupled to a memory (See Figure 1 Number 12) 
via a first bus (See Figure 1 Number 14), and further having a PCI bus coupled to the 
first bus to provide communication with the CPU and the memory (See Figure 1 Number 
18); and a PC card coupled to the PCI bus (See Figure 1 Number 26), the PC card 
further having a controller coupled to the PC card device for coordinating with the CPU 
access to the device (See Figure 1 Number 28); and a bus interface compatible with a 
CardBus and coupled to the PCI bus, the bus interface further coupled to the PC card 
device and the controller to transfer data between the device and the PCI bus in 
accordance with a data format and transfer protocol of the PCI bus (See Figure 1 
Number 27). Yoda does not teach that the apparatus is for capturing and restoring a 
machine state of a computer system, the PC card having a non-volatile memory for 
storing machine state information corresponding to the machine state, and further 
having a controller coupled to the non-volatile memory to control the storing of data 
therein and the retrieval of data therefrom; and a transfer component for directing the 
controller to coordinate with the CPU access to the non-volatile memory and the 
memory to store and download the machine state information for capturing and 
restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer system. Lay 
teaches storing machine state information in a non-volatile memory (See Figure 4 and 
Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5); a controller coupled to the non-volatile memory 
to control the storing of data therein and the retrieval of data therefrom (See Column 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,516 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2111 

Lines 26-31 , Column 2 Lines 45-54, and Column 3 Lines 2-5); and a transfer 
component directing the controller to coordinate with the CPU access to the non-volatile 
memory and the memory to store and download the machine state information for 
capturing and restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer 
system (See Figures 4 and 6, Column 2 Lines 26-31 , Column 2 Lines 45-54, Column 3 
Lines 2-5, and Column 5 Lines 39-63). Viswanadham teaches PCMCIA card, which is 
compatible with CardBus and can be used in a CardBus slot, having a non-volatile 
memory as the card device (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

16. In reference to Claim 19, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 16 above. Viswanadham further teaches that the non-volatile memory 
of the PC card comprises a flash memory device (See Column 1 Lines 59-61 ). 
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17. In reference to Claim 20, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 16 above. Lay further teaches the transfer component comprises: a 
storing component for directing the controller to store machine state information from 
the CPU and memory to the non-volatile memory (See Figure 3, Column 2 Lines 26-31 , 
and Column 2 Lines 45-54); and a download component for directing the controller to 
transfer data from the nonvolatile memory to the CPU and the memory (See Figure 5, 
Column 3 Lines 2-5, and Column 5 Lines 32-63). 

18. In reference to Claim 21, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 16 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach compression 
and decompression components for compressing the machine state information to be 
stored and decompressing the stored compressed machine state information to be 
downloaded, respectively. Lay, however, teaches that it is well known to compress an 
image of the machine state information to be saved to disk, and to later decompress the 
image when booting the system (See Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 

19. In reference to Claim 22, Yoda teaches an apparatus having a central processing 
unit (CPU) (See Figure 1 Number 10) coupled to a memory (See Figure 1 Number 12), 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,516 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2111 

and further having a PCI bus coupled to the CPU and memory to provide 
communication with the CPU and the memory (See Figure 1 Number 18); and a PC 
card coupled to the PCI bus (See Figure 1 Number 26), the PC card further having a 
controller coupled to the PC card device for coordinating with the CPU access to the 
device (See Figure 1 Number 28); and a CardBus compatible bus interface coupled to 
the PCI bus, and further coupled to the PC card device and the controller to transfer 
data between the device and the PCI bus in accordance with a data format and transfer 
protocol of the PCI bus (See Figure 1 Number 27). Yoda does not teach that the 
apparatus is for capturing and restoring a machine state of a computer system, the PC 
card having a non-volatile memory for storing machine state information corresponding 
to the machine state, and further having a controller coupled to the non-volatile memory 
to control the storing of data therein and the retrieval of data therefrom; and a transfer 
component for directing the controller to coordinate with the CPU access to the non- 
volatile memory and the memory to store and download the machine state information 
for capturing and restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer 
system. Lay teaches storing machine state information in a non-volatile memory (See 
Figure 4 and Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5); a controller coupled to the non- 
volatile memory to control the storing of data therein and the retrieval of data therefrom 
(See Column 2 Lines 26-31, Column 2 Lines 45-54, and Column 3 Lines 2-5); and a 
transfer component directing the controller to coordinate with the CPU access to the 
non-volatile memory and the memory to store and download the machine state 
information for capturing and restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a 
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computer system (See Figures 4 and 6, Column 2 Lines 26-31 , Column 2 Lines 45-54, 
Column 3 Lines 2-5, and Column 5 Lines 39-63). Viswanadham teaches PCMCIA card, 
which is compatible with CardBus and can be used in a CardBus slot, having a non- 
volatile memory as the card device (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

20. In reference to Claim 25, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 23 above. Viswanadham further teaches that the non-volatile memory 
of the PC card comprises a flash memory device (See Column 1 Lines 59-61). 

21 . In reference to Claim 26, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 23 above. Lay further teaches the transfer component comprises: a 
storing component for directing the controller to store machine state information from 
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the CPU and memory to the non-volatile memory (See Figure 3, Column 2 Lines 26-31 , 
and Column 2 Lines 45-54); and a download component for directing the controller to 
transfer data from the nonvolatile memory to the CPU and the memory (See Figure 5, 
Column 3 Lines 2-5, and Column 5 Lines 32-63). 

22. In reference to Claim 27, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 23 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach compression 
and decompression components for compressing the machine state information to be 
stored and decompressing the stored compressed machine state information to be 
downloaded, respectively. Lay, however, teaches that it is well known to compress an 
image of the machine state information to be saved to disk, and to later decompress the 
image when booting the system (See Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 

23. In reference to Claim 33, Yoda teaches a central processing unit (CPU) (See 
Figure 1 Number 10); a local CPU bus coupled to the CPU (See Figure 1 Number 14); a 
memory coupled to the local CPU bus to store data accessible by the CPU via the local 
CPU bus (See Figure 1 Number 12); a PCI bus coupled to the local CPU bus to provide 
communication with the CPU and the memory via the local CPU bus (See Figure 1 
Number 18); a PCI-CardBus bridge coupled to the PCI bus to provide communication 
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between the PCI bus and the PC Card coupled to the PCI-CardBus bridge (See Figure 
1 Number 24); a CardBus compatible PC card coupled to the PCI-CardBus bridge (See 
Figure 1 Number 26), the PC card further having a controller coupled to the PC card 
device for coordinating with the CPU access to the device (See Figure 1 Number 28); 
and wherein the PC card further includes a bus interface coupled to the PCI bus, and 
further coupled to the PC card device and the controller to transfer data between the 
device and the PCI bus in accordance with a data format and transfer protocol of the 
PCI bus (See Figure 1 Number 27). Yoda does not teach the PC card having a non- 
volatile memory for storing machine state information and further having a controller 
coupled to the non-volatile memory to control the storing of data therein and the 
retrieval of data therefrom; and a transfer component for directing the controller to 
coordinate with the CPU access to the non-volatile memory and the memory to store 
and download the machine state information for capturing and restoring, respectively, a 
corresponding machine state of a computer system. Lay teaches storing machine state 
information in a non-volatile memory (See Figure 4 and Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 
Line 5) and a controller coupled to the non-volatile memory to control the storing of data 
therein and the retrieval of data therefrom (See Column 2 Lines 26-31 , Column 2 Lines 
45-54, Column 3 Lines 2-5, and Column 6 Lines 36-43); and a transfer component for 
directing the controller to coordinate with the CPU access to the non-volatile memory 
and the memory to store and download the machine state information for capturing and 
restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer system (See 
Figures 4 and 6, Column 2 Lines 26-31 , Column 2 Lines 45-54, Column 3 Lines 2-5, 
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and Column 5 Lines 39-63). Viswanadham teaches PCMCIA card, which is compatible 
with CardBus and can be used in a CardBus slot, having a non-volatile memory as the 
card device (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

24. In reference to Claim 34, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 33 above. Viswanadham further teaches that the non-volatile memory 
of the PC card comprises a flash memory device (See Column 1 Lines 59-61). 

25. In reference to Claim 36, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 33 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach compression 
and decompression components for compressing the machine state information to be 
stored and decompressing the stored compressed machine state information to be 
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downloaded, respectively. Lay, however, teaches that it is well known to compress an 
image of the machine state information to be saved to disk, and to later decompress the 
image when booting the system (See Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 

26. In reference to Claim 37, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 33 above. Lay further teaches that the machine state information 
comprises data from the memory and CPU for returning the computer system to the 
same condition of operability as when the machine state information was stored in the 
non-volatile memory (See Figure 3 and Column 2 Lines 26-37). 

27. In reference to Claim 38, Yoda teaches a computer system having a central 
processing unit (CPU) (See Figure 1 Number 10) coupled to a memory (See Figure 1 
Number 12), and further having a bus coupled to the CPU and memory to provide 
communication therewith (See Figure 1 Number 14), a PC card (See Figure 1 Number 
26), and wherein transferring information to the PC card comprises transferring data 
from the CPU and the memory to the PC card in accordance with a CardBus protocol 
(See Figure 1 Number 24). Yoda does not teach a method for storing a machine state 
of the computer system, comprising: capturing the machine state of the computer 
system via a controller coupled to a non-volatile memory to control the storing of data 
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therein and the retrieval of data therefrom; transferring machine state information 
corresponding to the captured machine state from the computer system to a PC card 
operably coupled with the non-volatile memory; and storing the machine state 
information in the non-volatile memory in order to restore the stored machine state 
when the machine state information is provided to a computer system. Lay teaches 
capturing the machine state of the computer system via a controller coupled to a non- 
volatile memory to control the storing of data therein and the retrieval of data therefrom 
(See Column 2 Lines 26-37); transferring machine state information corresponding to 
the captured machine state from the computer system to a non-volatile memory (See 
Figure 4 and Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5); and storing the machine state 
information in the non-volatile memory in order to restore the stored machine state 
when the machine state information is provided to a computer system (See Figure 4 
and Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5). Viswanadham teaches PCMCIA card, which 
is compatible with CardBus and can be used in a CardBus slot, having a non-volatile 
memory as the card device (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
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between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

28. In reference to Claim 39, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 38 above. Lay further teaches that capturing, transferring and storing 
the machine state information is in response to executing a power down procedure (See 
Column 4 Lines 20-25). 

29. In reference to Claim 40, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 38 above. Lay further teaches that capturing, transferring and storing 
the machine state information is in response to a user request (See Column 4 Lines 20- 
25, Column 4 Lines 41-55, and Column 5 Lines 36-38). 

30. In reference to Claim 41, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 38 above. Lay further teaches that the machine state information 
comprises data from the memory and CPU for returning the computer system to the 
same condition of operability as when the machine state information was stored in the 
non-volatile memory (See Figure 3 and Column 2 Lines 26-37). 

31. In reference to Claim 42, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 38 above. Lay further teaches that capturing the machine state of the 
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computer system comprises: capturing data present in the memory (See Column 2 
Lines 33-37); and capturing data present in registers of the CPU (See Column 5 Lines 
1-6). 



32. In reference to Claim 44, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 38 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach compressing 
the machine state information to be stored in the non-volatile memory. Lay, however, 
teaches that it is well known to compress an image of the machine state information to 
be saved to disk, and to later decompress the image when booting the system (See 
Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 



33. In reference to Claim 45, Yoda teaches a computer system having a central 
processing unit (CPU) (See Figure 1 Number 10) coupled to a memory (See Figure 1 
Number 12), and further having a bus coupled to the CPU and memory to provide 
communication therewith (See Figure 1 Number 18), and a PC card (See Figure 1 
Number 26), and wherein transferring information from the PC card device comprises 
transferring data from the PC card to the computer system in accordance with a 
CardBus protocol (See Figure 1 Number 24). Yoda does not teach a method for 
restoring a machine state of the computer system, comprising: identifying machine state 
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information corresponding to the machine state to which the computer system is to be 
restored stored in a non-volatile memory included in a PC card; transferring the 
machine state information from the non-volatile memory to the computer system via a 
controller coupled to the non-volatile memory to control the storing of data therein and 
the retrieval of data therefrom; and writing data of the machine state information to the 
memory and CPU in order to restore the computer system to the identified machine 
state. Lay teaches identifying machine state information corresponding to the machine 
state to which the computer system is to be restored stored in a non-volatile memory 
(See Column 5 Lines 41-44); transferring the machine state information from the non- 
volatile memory to the computer system via a controller coupled to the non-volatile 
memory to control the storing of data therein and the retrieval of data therefrom (See 
Figure 6 and Column 5 Lines 44-46); and writing data of the machine state information 
to the memory and CPU in order to restore the computer system to the identified 
machine state (See Figures 5 and 6 and Column 5 Lines 53-63). Viswanadham 
teaches PCMCIA card, which is compatible with CardBus and can be used in a 
CardBus slot, having a non-volatile memory as the card device (See Column 1 Line 59 
- Column 2 Line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by 
saving the system state to non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to 
boot up faster (See Column 1 Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would 
have been further obvious to place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of 
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Viswanadham because PCMCIA memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not 
require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported 
between multiple computer systems, and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal 
Computer System Memory Card International Association, was designed for memory 
cards. 

34. In reference to Claim 46, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 45 above. Lay further teaches that identifying, transferring and writing 
the machine state information is in response to executing a power up procedure (See 
Column 4 Lines 20-25 and Column 5 Lines 32-34). 

35. In reference to Claim 47, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 45 above. Lay further teaches that identifying, transferring and writing 
the machine state information is in response to a user request (See Column 4 Lines 20- 
25, Column 4 Lines 41-55, and Column 5 Lines 36-38). 

36. In reference to Claim 48, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 45 above. Lay further teaches that the machine state information 
comprises data from the memory and CPU for returning the computer system to the 
same condition of operability as when the machine state information was stored in the 
non-volatile memory (See Figure 3 and Column 2 Lines 26-37). 
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37. In reference to Claim 50, Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham teach the limitations as 
applied to Claim 45 above. Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham do not teach that the 
machine state information stored in the non-volatile memory is in a compressed data 
format, and the method further comprises decompressing the machine state information 
to be transferred to the computer system. Lay, however, teaches that it is well known to 
compress an image of the machine state information to be saved to disk, and to later 
decompress the image when booting the system (See Column 1 Lines 51-60). 

It would have been obvious to compress the image of the machine state because 
it is well known that compressed data takes up less space in memory than 
uncompressed data, thus allowing more efficient use of the memory space. 

Response to Arguments 

38. Applicant's arguments filed 20 April 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

39. In response to Applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the Examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
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Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the computer system of Yoda with the fast boot by saving the system state to 
non-volatile memory of Lay in order to allow the system to boot up faster (See Column 1 
Lines 39-50 and Column 2 Lines 23-40 of Lay). It would have been further obvious to 
place the non-volatile memory on the PCMCIA card of Viswanadham because PCMCIA 
memory cards are small, lightweight, and do not require drive motors (See Column 1 
Lines 64-67), and thus can be easily transported between multiple computer systems, 
and because PCMCIA, which stands for Personal Computer System Memory Card 
International Association, was designed for memory cards. 



40. Applicant has argued that Viswanadham provides no reason or motivation to 
place the machine state on the PC card. In response, the Examiner notes that Lay 
discloses that the machine state can be stored on any non-volatile storage device (See 
Column 2 Lines 44-45). Lay does not explicitly disclose where the non-volatile storage 
is located. Viswanadham discloses benefits of placing a non-volatile memory on a 
PCMCIA card (See Column 1 Lines 59-67), which is compatible with the CardBus of 
Yoda. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to locate the 
non-volatile memory of Lay on a PCMCIA card because PCMCIA memory cards are 
small, lightweight, and do not require drive motors (See Column 1 Lines 64-67), and 
thus can be easily transported between multiple computer systems. 
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41 . Applicant has argued that the portion of Viswanadham cited as motivation for the 
combination "merely emphasizes some commonly known characteristics of PC cards." 
In response, the Examiner notes that because Lay does not explicitly disclose where 
the non-volatile storage is located, one of ordinary skill would naturally look to various 
non-volatile storage means, such as the PC card of Viswanadham, which is beneficial 
because of its small size, low power consumption (due to the lack of drive motors), and 
low cost (due to its small size and reduced complexity). Thus, the reasons cited do 
provide motivation for using the PC card non-volatile memory of Viswanadham as the 
non-volatile storage of Lay. 

42. Applicant has argued that the combination of Yoda, Lay, and Viswanadham 
would teach storing the fast boot sequence of Lay on the hard drive of Yoda. In 
response, the Examiner notes that Lay does not require that the boot sequence be 
stored on a hard drive. Lay discloses storing the boot sequence on any non-volatile 
storage (See Column 2 Lines 44-45), which includes the PC card non-volatile memory 
of Viswanadham. Thus, the combination, as shown above, discloses all of the 
limitations as claimed. 

43. Applicant has argued that the cited references do not provide the recited 
functionality of the transfer component, as in Claim 33. In response, the Examiner 
notes that, as shown in the above rejection, Lay discloses a transfer component for 
directing the controller to coordinate with the CPU access to the non-volatile memory 
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and the memory to store and download the machine state information for capturing and 
restoring, respectively, a corresponding machine state of a computer system (See 
Figures 4 and 6, Column 2 Lines 26-31, Column 2 Lines 45-54, Column 3 Lines 2-5, 
and Column 5 Lines 39-63). 

44. Applicant has argued that the cited references do not provide for transferring the 
machine state information to the PC card, as in Claim 38. In response, the Examiner 
notes that Lay discloses transferring machine state information corresponding to the 
captured machine state from the computer system to a non-volatile memory (See Figure 
4 and Column 2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5); and storing the machine state information 
in the non-volatile memory in order to restore the stored machine state when the 
machine state information is provided to a computer system (See Figure 4 and Column 
2 Line 23 - Column 3 Line 5); and Viswanadham teaches the benefits of placing a non- 
volatile memory on a PC card (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). Thus, Yoda, 
Lay, and Viswanadham, in combination, teach transferring machine state information to 
the PC card. 

45. Applicant has argued that the cited references do not provide for transferring the 
machine state information from the non-volatile memory of the PC card to the computer 
system, as in Claim 45. In response, the Examiner notes that Lay discloses transferring 
the machine state information from the non-volatile memory to the computer system via 
a controller coupled to the non-volatile memory to control the storing of data therein and 
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the retrieval of data therefrom (See Figure 6 and Column 5 Lines 44-46); and writing 
data of the machine state information to the memory and CPU in order to restore the 
computer system to the identified machine state (See Figures 5 and 6 and Column 5 
Lines 53-63); and Viswanadham teaches the benefits of placing a non-volatile memory 
on a PC card (See Column 1 Line 59 - Column 2 Line 4). Thus, Yoda, Lay, and 
Viswanadham, in combination, teach transferring the machine state information from the 
non-volatile memory of the PC card to the computer system. 

46. Applicant has argued that the status identifier of Claim 5 was correct. In 
response, the Examiner notes that Claim 5 was amended to change "second bus" to 
"PCI bus" in the response filed 7 November 2005, which was the response addressed in 
the Office Action of 23 December 2005. Although the claim had been amended, the 
status identifier read "previously amended" instead of "currently amended". 
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Conclusion 

47. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Cleary whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3624. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7-3), Alt. Fridays 
(7-2). 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on 571-272-3632. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TJC 




MARK H. RINEHART 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




Thom^J. CleaP 
Patent ExaTffner 
Art Unit 21 11 



